In January 1869 a 58-year-old coal-wharf worker attended Jonathan Hutchinson at the Blackfriars Hospital for Skin Diseases complaining of purple skin plaques, which had gradually developed over the preceding two years somewhat symmetrically on his legs and hands (Fig. 2 (Hutchinson, 1946 tion. Hutchinson's Hunterian oration reveals how he had consciously followed in the footsteps of John Hunter. Paragraph after paragraph might apply almost equally to either man (Hutchinson, 1946 . . , , --, 2 -, , . E g o d . * | _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A . . . . . . . . .,, .,, . Hutchinson chose the letter H as one of the symbols of his life because of his veneration for John Hunter, who was born exactly 100 years before him-and also possibly because of William Harvey, whose De Motu Cordis had been published precisely 200 years before Hutchinson's birth.
For its 150th anniversary, the Hunterian Society (founded 3 February 1819) has brought out a tie on which is embroidered the profile of John Hunter. But occasionally, when the light falls obliquely on it, is there not a trace of the countenance of its 1869 President ? Hutchinson and Osler In this, the 50th anniversary of the death of Sir William Osler (on 29 December 1919), it is appropriate to remind ourselves of the close friendship between Hutchinson and Osler, who often visited him at Haslemere. Osler was descended from an American branch of the Hutchinsons, of Lincolnshire. It is not quite clear that it is the same family as that of Jonathan Hutchinson; but, being Quakers of the same name, and living within a dozen miles of one another, it is more than likely. Sir William Osler's ancestor, Ann (Marbury) Hutchinson-a great transcendentalist preacher, and champion for the freedom of spiritual religion-suffered some persecution and exile at the hands of the New England colonists, went to live in Red Indian territory, and one night was massacred with all her family, except one son, Edward Hutchinson, who was the ancestor of Sir William Osler (Hutchinson, 1946 
